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Department of Justice and Attorney-General 

 

Inquest into the death of Gareth Leo Dodunski 

On 23 June 2013, Gareth Leo Dodunski died after being struck by an item of drill rig machinery, a ‘ST-

80’ Iron Roughneck tool, which is a large hydraulic torque wrench.  

The Coroner Donald MacKenzie delivered his findings of inquest on 31 August 2023.  

The Queensland Government responds to recommendations directed to government agencies at 

inquests by informing the community if a recommendation will be implemented or the reason why a 

recommendation is not supported.  

The department named in this response will provide implementation updates until the recommendation 

is delivered. Further information relating to the implementation of recommendations can be obtained 

from the responsible minister named in the response.  

Recommendation 1 
Queensland Government give consideration to amending the P&G Act to include provisions similar 
to sections 139 to 141 of the Coal Mining Safety and Health Act 1999, authorising investigators of 
serious incidents to require ‘relevant’ persons to give information or answer questions as directed 
by investigators in circumstances where such information or answers might tend to incriminate the 
person with the assurance in statute that such information could not be used against that person in 
proceedings for an offence or civil penalty. 

Response and action:  implementation of the recommendation is in progress. 

Responsible agency: Resource Safety and Health Queensland 

On 28 March 2024 the Minister for Resources and Critical Minerals responded: 

Resources Safety and Health Queensland (RSHQ) has developed a comprehensive package of 

regulatory reforms to improve the safety and health outcomes for Queensland’s resource workers.  

These proposed reforms are contained in the draft Resources Safety and Health Legislation 

Amendment Bill 2023 (“the Bill”).  Information regarding the first recommendation was included in the 

information paper for the consultation draft of the Bill, which can be located at Information paper for 

consultation draft of RSHLA Bill and Regulation | Resources Safety & Health Queensland 

(rshq.qld.gov.au). 

 

Consultation has been undertaken and feedback considered.  In due course the Bill will be updated to 

incorporate amendments to the Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) Act 2004 that, subject to 

the Bill being passed, will result in the implementation of recommendation 1. 

 

RSHQ will continue its work to have the Bill introduced to Parliament and progressed through the 

parliamentary process.  Information about the parliamentary process for the passing of government 

bills can be found at Factsheet_3.7_MakingOfALaw.pdf (parliament.qld.gov.au). 

 

https://www.rshq.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1769688/Information-paper-for-consultation-draft-of-RSHLA-Bill-and-Regulation.pdf
https://www.rshq.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1769688/Information-paper-for-consultation-draft-of-RSHLA-Bill-and-Regulation.pdf
https://www.rshq.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1769688/Information-paper-for-consultation-draft-of-RSHLA-Bill-and-Regulation.pdf
https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/explore/education/factsheets/Factsheet_3.7_MakingOfALaw.pdf

