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Electoral Reform

Subject: compulsory attendance at the polling booth

20/12

1 oppose the suggested change o the etectoral law in Queensland. Comimonly spoken of as
"compulsory voting”, the law is rather a matter of an abligation to register the individual citizen's
attendance at the polling booth. Such attendance serves as a check that no other person has
exercised the citizen's right. No one can be punished by faw for what he or she does to, or with, the
ballot paper(s) provided only that no public mischief occurs.

There is a myth that, in a democracy, we all are in valved in the decisions of parfiament and he making
of the laws. The closest that myth comes to reality is in the current arrangement: by voting / attending
a place of voting, the citizen agrees to be bound by the system, agrees to obey the laws, agrees o
accept the result of the election. This last agreement is important: ultimately every one accepts the
arrangement. {The successful candidate wins - ultimately wins {when all the preferences have been
distributed - not 50 per cent, but 100 per cent, of the vote. Unsucessful candidates and their
supporters may not be happy with the outcome of an election but they have, by their pariicipation in the
process, bound themselves o accept the rules. They agree to abide by the system until the next time
of efection. This is an important myth. Nothing should be done to diminish its force.
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